
Year 1 and Year 2 

Parents’ Calculation Workshop 



Aims and objectives
• To share with parents the school’s calculation 

policy

• To share with parents the strategies and method 
employed at school so that they are mirrored at 
home. 

• To give parents the knowledge and skill to 
develop their children’s understanding of 
calculation methods. 

• To highlight to parents other areas that would 
lead to a mastery of calculation related to the 
phase their child/children are in







Language 

• +, add, more, plus

• make, sum, total

• altogether

• score

• double, near double

• one more, two more… ten more

• how many more to make…?

• how many more is… than…?

• how much more is…?



Steps to proficiency
• Addressing misconceptions. Does the answer make sense? 

If I am adding, will the total be bigger or smaller?

• Quick recall is vital. Counting one by one is not the most 
efficient method. 

• Missing number questions –

– 3 add what is 5?

– I have got 6, how many more do I need to get to 10? 

• Number bonds to 10 and 20.

• Variation learning. 

• Part of everyday play and conversation. 

• Educational apps. 



Subtraction







Language 

• −, subtract, take (away), minus

• leave 

• how many are left/left over? 

• how many have gone?

• one less, two less, ten less… 

• how many fewer is… than…?

• how much less is…?

• difference between



Steps to proficiency
• Addressing misconceptions. Does the answer make sense? 

If I am subtracting, will the total be bigger or smaller?

• Can you switch numbers when subtracting like you can 
when adding?

• Understanding difference.

• Variation learning. 

• Use of knowledge of number bonds to 10 and 20 to make 
links to subtraction fact. Fact families –

– 6 + 4 = 10 10 – 4 = 6 

– 4 + 6 = 10 10 – 6 = 4

• Link to real life – There are 6 biscuits in the packet. If Daddy 
eats 4. How many are left for Yusuf? 





Multiplication



Language 

• lots of, groups of

• ×, times, multiply, multiplied by

• how many times have I got?

• once, twice, three times… ten times…

• repeated addition

• array

• double



Steps to proficiency
• Understanding commutative law –

– 2 x 3 = 6 is the same as 3 x 2 = 6

• Learning by rote

• Multiplication songs

• Missing number –

– 2 x ? = 6

• Show me how to represent 6 in an array -



Division 





Language 

• share, share equally

• one each, two each, three each…

• group in pairs, threes… tens

• equal groups of

• ÷, divide, divided by, divided into

• left, left over

• halve



Steps to proficiency
• Understanding that groups must have equal amounts 

• Make links between multiplication and division facts.



• Understanding inverse to master concepts

• Parental input is vital


